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Gravesham Borough Council

Report to: Operational Services Cabinet Committee

Date: Tuesday 11 February 2020

Reporting officer: Stuart Alford - Assistant Director (Operations)

Subject: Abandoned Vehicle Process

Purpose and summary of report: 
To provide Members with the process officers follow when dealing with vehicles which might 
be classified as abandoned.

Recommendations:
1. Information Only

1. Introduction

1.1 Abandoned vehicles have a negative effect on the quality of the local environment 
as they:

1.1.1 Attract vandalism and rubbish

1.1.2 Can be the result of crime

1.1.3 Can be the means to commit a crime

1.2 There are a number of common causes as to why people abandon vehicles, such 
as the following:

1.2.1 Vehicles no longer have the same scrap value as in the past, so owners 
must pay to have them taken away and scrapped

1.2.2 The fine for unlicensed and untaxed vehicles is often greater than their 
value, and so drivers simply abandon them

1.2.3 Vehicles used for crime are often abandoned once the crime has been 
committed

1.2.4 People return to their home country

1.3 Local authorities have a duty under Section 3 of the Refuse Disposal (Amenity) 
Act 1978, to remove a vehicle which is abandoned in their area, on any land in the 
open air, or on any other land forming part of a highway.
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2. Abandoned Vehicle Process

2.1 Abandoned Vehicles are generally reported to the Council by the public either on 
the internet or via the telephone.

2.2 In 2019, 399 vehicles were reported to the Council as potentially abandoned.

2.3 For every abandoned vehicle report, an officer has to attend to determine whether 
the vehicle meets the Council’s abandonment criteria.  In many cases the vehicle 
that has been reported is not present when an officer visits.

2.4 To be classified as abandoned, a vehicle must meet three of the Council’s 
abandonment criteria which is taken from government guidance on abandoned 
vehicles.  The criteria includes the following;

2.4.1 Damage to lights or bodywork

2.4.2 Fire damage

2.4.3 Flat tyre(s) or missing wheels

2.4.4 Leaking fluid

2.4.5 Long standing (over 21 days)

2.4.6 Rubbish in vehicle

2.4.7 Vegetation in vehicles

2.4.8 Dangerous condition (ie sharp edges)

2.4.9 Unlocked

2.5 If the vehicle does not meet three of the above criteria then the vehicle will not be 
classed as abandoned.

2.6 If the vehicle does meet three of the above criteria then it will be classed as 
abandoned, an abandonment notice will be affixed to the vehicle and the keeper 
details requested from the DVLA.  There are three types of notices, these are;

2.6.1 1 day notice – Vehicle burnt out or in a dangerous condition

2.6.2 7 day notice – Abandoned vehicle on the public highway

2.6.3 15 day notice – Abandoned vehicle on private land.  We can only remove 
the vehicle if we have written permission from the land owner (Council land 
does not apply).

2.7 Once the notice has expired, if the vehicle has not been removed and/or the 
owner has not claimed the vehicle, then removal of the vehicle will be arranged.  
The removal of abandoned vehicles is arranged under a contract procured by 
Kent County Council as it is their legal duty to dispose of abandoned vehicles.

2.8 A flow chart of the abandoned vehicle process is shown in appendix 2.
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3. Other Options

3.1 Not all vehicles reported to the council fulfil the abandonment criteria.  There are 
other options for getting the vehicle removed such as;

3.1.1 Vehicle does not have a valid road tax or is SORN and parked on the 
public highway – The vehicle should be reported to the DVLA who have 
responsibility for the removal of untaxed vehicles

3.1.2 If the vehicle is parked on zig zag lines, dangerously parked or in a way 
that would prevent emergency vehicles from accessing, you can report this 
to the Kent Police.

4. BACKGROUND PAPERS

4.1 Anyone wishing to inspect background papers should, in the first place, be 
directed to Committee & Electoral Services who will make the necessary 
arrangements.



IMPLICATIONS APPENDIX 1
     

Legal Local authorities are under a duty under Section 3 of the Refuse Disposal (Amenity) 
Act 1978, to remove a vehicle which is abandoned in their area, on any land in the 
open air, or on any other land forming part of a highway

Finance and Value 
for Money 

There is not finanical impact as KCC have the legal duty to dispose of vehicles 
classed as abandoned

Risk Assessment If abandoned vehicles are not dealt with they can have a negative effect on the 
quality of the local environment  

A data protection impact assessment (DPIA) should be carried out at the start of 
any major project involving the use of personal data or if you are making a 
significant change to an existing process. 

a. Does the project/change being recommended through this paper involve the 
processing of personal data or special category data or criminal offence data? 
A definition of each type of data can be found on the Information 
Commissioner’s Office website via the above links.

b. If yes to question a, have you completed and attached a DPIA including Data 
Protection Officer advice?
No

Data Protection 
Impact Assessment

c. If no to question b, please seek advice from your nominated DPIA assessor or 
the Information Governance Team at gdpr@medway.gov.uk.
     

a. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper have 
potential to cause adverse impact or discriminate against different groups in the 
community? If yes, please explain answer.
No

b. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper make a 
positive contribution to promoting equality? If yes, please explain answer.
NA

Equality Impact 
Assessment

In submitting this report, the Chief Officer doing so is confirming that they have 
given due regard to the equality impacts of the decision being considered, as noted 
in the table above

Corporate Plan Corporate Plan Objective 1 - People

Crime and Disorder The slow removal of abandoned vehicles can lead to other crimes such as vandlism

Digital and website 
implications

NA

Safeguarding 
children and 
vulnerable adults

NA

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/key-definitions/what-is-personal-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/special-category-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/criminal-offence-data/
mailto:gdpr@medway.gov.uk

